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Why Brief?
The objective of a pilot preflight 

briefing is to gather meteorological 
and aeronautical information 
necessary for the conduct of a safe 
and efficient flight. In other words to 
avoid an aircraft accident, the key is 
familiarizing yourself with useful 
information and knowing not to 
exceed the limitations of the aircraft 
or your skill set.



Brief the Flight--Fly the Brief
Brief what you intend or 
expect to do

Don’t brief items you know 
you won’t do

Brief contigencies- it makes 
you think about them 



Tow Pilot Briefing
Required by FAR 91.309(a)(5)

The pilots of the towing aircraft 
and the glider have agreed upon a 
general course of action, including 
takeoff and release signals, 
airspeeds, and emergency 
procedures for each pilot.

Examiners expect Applicants to be 
able to conduct a Tow Pilot Brief



A Good Tow Pilot Brief

Altitude
Area
Airspeed
Signals
Emergencies



Glider Take-off Briefing
Good teaching tool 
Establishes good habit patterns
Items

PIC
Altitude
Signals
Emergencies



Passenger Briefing
What to expect
Explain the instruments and controls
What they can or cannot touch

Controls
Canopy
Belts

Communication with you
What to do if they feel ill, and what you 

will do
Egress Procedure
Questions?



End of Briefings. 
On to Checklists



Applicant's Use of Checklists
from the PTS

Throughout the practical test, the applicant is 
evaluated on the use  an appropriate checklist. 
Proper use is dependent on the specific TASK being 
evaluated. The situation may be such that the use 
of the checklist, while accomplishing elements of 
an Objective, would be either unsafe or impractical, 
especially in a single-pilot operation. In this case, a 
review of the checklist after the elements have 
been accomplished, would be appropriate. Division 
of attention and proper visual scanning should be 
considered when using a checklist.



Philosophy
Is it a checklist or a “to-do” list?
Call—do—respond
Altimeter……..Set to 600, Belts…..I’m putting mine 
on

or
Challenge-Verification-Response 
(checklist backs up flow patterns)

Altimeter is set to 600
Belts are on and secure



Usage
Written Checklists are best used on the ground

Assembly
Pre-flight
Before entering cockpit
Take-off

SPRM 
Aviate-Navigate-Communicate
Use written checklist as time allows
Memorize Landing Checklist  (FUSTALL)



Briefing and Checklist Scenarios
Checklist Distraction
Landing Checklist
Pre-Launch Show and Tell
Passenger Brief
Tow Pilot Briefing



Checklist Distraction
Bob is a very experienced glider pilot about to 

take his 6 year old daughter for a ride in the 
club two-place.  As he was about complete the 
take-off checklist, one of the club officers 
approached him with a club matter for review.  
As the lively discussion ensued the towplane 
was put into position and the cable connected. 
 The canopy was hastily closed and the take-
off roll began.  During the roll, the spoilers 
deployed and …..





Pilot
Aircraft
enVironment
Externals



Landing Checklist
Bob was always well prepared for flight.  He 

had charts, water, PDA, energy bar.  You name 
it.  As he started the landing checklist, his 
gear got in the way and he became distracted 
rearranging it.  He got pre-occupied with a 
glider in the pattern and forgot to lower the 
landing gear.
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Pre-Launch Show and Tell
Bob arrived a bit late to the field.  He had not 

assembled the sailplane in a while.  Because 
of space issues, some of the people awaiting a 
demonstration ride came over and started 
asking Bob questions about his pretty aircraft.  
He rushes to get assembled and climbed into 
the sailplane without doing a positive control 
check.
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Passenger Brief
Bob’s passenger was a bit nervous taking his 

first ride in a small aircraft.  To steady himself 
on tow the passenger rested his hands on the 
two red handles on the cockpit wall.  Bob's 
voice reached new levels of pitch & volume as 
the passengers arms involuntarily jerked back 
in response to an encounter with a thermal at 
300 ft.
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Tow Pilot Briefing
Bob took his sailplane to an unfamiliar 

operation.  On take-off, the tow-plane started 
an immediate right turn at a relatively low 
altitude.  Bob did not like the low altitude turn 
and quickly got out of position.  About 100 ft 
AGL he lost sight of the tow-plane and 
released and immediately began a right turn 
to return to the runway. 



Tow 
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